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Is Your Dog Ready for Service Dog Training? 
Do you have a dog that you want to train as your service dog? Service dogs must have not just the right 
training background, but the right temperament and health to make them suitable for the job. And, to 
qualify for Atlas’ Client Certification program, your dog must meet specific criteria as well. Here, we 
cover what traits to look for in your own dog that may tell you they would make a suitable candidate for 
service work, as well as possible red flags that could disqualify them. We also will go over the entry 
criteria your dog needs to meet to start our program.   

Service Dog Temperament 

The following list provides you with some ideal traits we look for when considering if a dog is suitable for 
service work. Please use this as a resource and starting off point, but not as the sole indicator to 
determine if your dog is or is not suitable as a service dog.  

Your dog not meeting every criterion on this list may not disqualify them from service work, just 
like your dog meeting them all, may not make them suitable for service work. Keep in mind that 
your dog’s age also plays a part. If you are unsure about your dog’s behavior, it is always 
recommended to have your dog evaluated by a professional. See the appendix for resources. 
 
Traits that would indicate suitability for service work: 
  

• Dog is healthy (no chronic issues) 
• Dog is curious, engaged, and enjoys training 
• Dog does not resource guard food, toys, or people 

o Dog allows toys, food, objects to be taken away 
o Dog allows you to interact with other dogs and people 

• Dog is friendly/neutral around children and adults 
• Dog is comfortable being touched by you and others 
• Dog is friendly/neutral around other dogs 
• Dog can walk past other dogs while on leash without growling, barking, lunging 
• Dog is comfortable wearing a collar, harness, and leash 
• Dog does not react strongly and recovers quickly when exposed to unusual or loud sounds 
• Dog has low prey drive 
• Dog does not have separation anxiety or distress issues when left alone for a reasonable period 
• Dog is comfortable with new and novel things, situations, and environments  
• Dog is never reactive or aggressive 
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Atlas Entry Criteria 

Beyond the above items listed, to start working with Atlas, your dog must have a good 
foundation in obedience and have passed their Canine Good Citizen Test. On top of testing for 
the items already listed, here is a list of what Atlas will be looking for upon first evaluation to 
determine if you and your dog are ready to begin working towards Atlas certification, or if you 
might need more training and support before you begin. We are not looking for perfection on 
all items, though we do expect a solid foundation as more extensive public access and disability 
training will be hard to achieve without your dog’s ability to reliably demonstrate these skills. At 
this stage your dog will be at least 14 months old. 
 

Basic Obedience Skills in Moderately Distracting Environments 

Testing will happen in a moderately distracting environment such as dog friendly stores like Home Depot, 
Lowes, or similar locations. 

• Dog responds to their name 
• Dog responds to a sit cue on flat, dry surface AND on less comfortable surfaces  
• Dog responds to a down cue a flat, dry surface AND on less comfortable surfaces  
• Dog will stay in a down while the handler walks to the end of the leash and returns 
• Dog responds to come when cued from the end of the leash 
• Dog has been exposed to stairs and can walk up and down them while on leash 
• Dog has been exposed to elevators and does not exhibit stress riding in elevators 
• Dog is comfortable around shopping carts 
• The dog can walk past food placed on the ground 
• Dog can settle for at least 2 minutes, laying at their handler’s feet (the dog may lay on a mat) 
• Dog can walk in a heel next to the handler with only a flat collar or harness with minimal verbal 

guidance from the handler. Treats should not be needed to keep the dog in position. The leash 
should be loose. 

Appendix - Additional Resources 

Atlas Certified Trainers: https://www.atlasdog.org/find-a-trainer/ 
Karen Pryor Certified Trainers: https://karenpryoracademy.com/find-a-trainer/ 
Teams Set in Motion online course: https://www.atlasdog.org/teams-set-in-motion/ 
 
Canine Good Citizen Test info: https://www.akc.org/products-services/training-programs/canine-good-
citizen/ 
Find a non-profit that trains a service dog for you: 
https://assistancedogsinternational.org/resources/member-search/  
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